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John Homans was a charter member of The Soci- 
ety for Vascular Surgery (SVS), a Boston surgeon who 
was famous as a clinician and teacher (Figs. 1 and 2). 
He was the fourth of his family to practice medicine in 
Boston and to serve his country in war. A graduate of  
Harvard Medical School in 1903, Dr. Homans re- 
ceived his surgical training at the Massachusetts Gen- 
eral Hospital, plus 2 years with Drs. Halsted and 
Cushing at the Johns Hopkins Hospital. In 1913, he 
was chosen by Dr. Harvey Cushing to be one of the 
original members of  the surgical staff of  the then-new 
Peter Bent Brigham Hospital. This hospital was where 
his professional life centered, except for i year when 
he was "loaned" to Yale University as a professor of 
surgery pro tempore for Dr. Samuel Harvey, who was 
on leave. 
A major accomplishment was Homans' A Text- 
book of Surgery. Its 1100 pages progressed through six 
editions (Fig. 3). His other book, entitled Circulatory 
Diseases of the Extremities, was published in 1939 by 
the Macmillan Company (Fig. 4). In the preface, Dr. 
Homans implied that the book was intended to cover 
circulatory disorders, especially in the direction of the 
return circulation, and the diseases of  the veins and 
lymphatics, including thrombophlebitls and elephan- 
tiasis. The book contains nine chapters on subjects 
such as sorting out the vascular disorders of the limbs, 
arteriosclerotic deficiency and thrombosis, throm- 
boangiitis obliterans, pasm of the arteries and arterial 
embolism, varicose veins, thrombophlebitis and pul- 
monary embolism, arterial aneurysm and abnormal 
arteriovenous communications, lymphangioma, el- 
ephantiasis, lymphedema, nd interpretation fsome 
simple observations on the circulatory disorders of 
the limbs. Of  great interest in this monograph was the 
description of  the use of alcohol as a vasodilator. On 
page 33, under the heading "Tests by the Use of 
Drugs," he had written the following: 
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Alcohol--A stiff drink of whiskey or any strong liquor 
is, except for the corruption of the individual, an 
admirably simple and practical method of testing the 
ability of the vascular bed to dilate. Unless a very 
accurate check on such vasodilatation is needed, the 
oscillometer will give a sufficiently good idea of the 
patient's response. His own sensation will usually 
inform him that the close has been sufficient and that 
all the dilatation possible under the circumstances has 
been secured. The test is of some value in estimating 
very roughly, in the presence of an intermittent limp, 
the elasticity of the circulation and the possibility of 
improving the arterial supply to a limb by sympathetic 
block. Some individuals, for instance, will be able to 
walk twice as far, without limping. 
When quizzed by his students how much of this 
remedy one should take, he answered with his char- 
acteristic lisp, "Well, any damn fool knows what a stiff 
drink is!" 
Long interested invenous disease, he was the first 
to advocate ligation of  the femoral vein and the vena 
cava for prevention of fatal pulmonary embolism. In 
1916 Homans was the first to differentiate between 
simple varicose veins limited to the superficial veins of 
the leg and the postphlebitic type with involvement of 
deep veins. Dorsiflexion of the foot that causes calf 
pain, the "Homans'  sign" for the diagnosis of  deep 
venous thrombosis, has forever been linked with his 
diagnostic acumen. He gave only one paper before the 
SVS, in 1948 at the second meeting, on "Venous 
Thrombosis and Pulmonary Embolism." 
The Homans Lectureship was established by the 
membership at the fourth annual meeting of the 
Society in San Francisco June 25, 1950, on the 
motion of Dr. Emile Holman. In 1951 Dr. Daniel C. 
Elkin presented a paper entitled "John Homans: The 
Man and His Work." The paper was subsequently 
published in the New England Journal of Medicine 
(Fig. 5). In 1955 the Council authorized the presi- 
dent or any future president o invite a suitable 
speaker to give the Homans Lecture at any appropri- 
ate time and to draw on the treasury in any suitable 
amount up to $500 to provide an honorarium for the 
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Fig. 1. Dr. John Homans attends the 1929 Harvard 
Medical School graduation. He was 52 years old. 
Fig. 2. Dr. John Homans at his retirement ceremony in 
1946. He retired as Clinical Professor of Surgery, emeritus, 
at Harvard Medical School and the Peter Bent Brigham 
Hospital at 69 years of age. 
speaker. In the following year, Dr. Rene Fontaine of 
France presented the John Homans Lecture, entitled 
"Venous Thrombosis and the Post-thrombotic Syn- 
drome.' ' 
In 1960 the Lecture was given by Dr. Clarence 
Crafoord of the Karolinska Institute in Stockholm on 
the subject "Some Aspects of Surgery for Coronary 
Artery Disease." 
In 1971 a committee was named, con.sisting of 
President F. Henry Ellis, Jr., the new president, and 
the secretary, toproceed with arrangements fora John 
Homans Lectureship next year. Dr. Ellis recom- 
mended Dr. John Kirklin to deliver the Homans 
Lecture. Dr. Kirldin made the presentation  "Re- 
placement of the Mitral Valve" at the 1972 annual 
meeting at Carmel, Calif. 
At the council meeting of 1974, on the suggestion 
of Dr. Edward Salzman, chairman of the program 
committee, the council recommended that Dr. Rob- 
ert Linton give the Homans Lecture the following 
year. Due to an automobile accident, Dr. Linton 
requested a postponement of 1 year to deliver the 
lecture. On June 18, 1976, at the annual meeting in 
Albuquerque, Dr. Linton gave the lecture entitled 
"John Homans' Impact on Venous Diseases of the 
Lower Extremity." 
At the council meeting June 10, 1981, President- 
elect Dr. H. Edward Garrett named Dr. Michael E. 
DeBakey as the Homans Lecturer for the 1982 
meeting. Dr. DeBakey delivered the lecture on "Dis- 
secting Aortic Aneurysms--Twenty-Year Follow-up" 
at the thirty-sixth annual meeting in Boston. 
On October 9, 1990, Dr. Calvin B. Ernst, the 
forty-fifth President, noted that there had not been a 
Homans Lecturer since 1982 and recommended that 
Dr. E. Stanley Crawford be invited to present he 
Homans Lecture the following year. His nomination 
was greeted with enthusiasm and it was moved, 
seconded, and unanimously voted that Dr. E. Stanley 
Crawford be invited to present he 1990 Homans 
Lecture. Dr. Crawford, being in attendance, accepted 
the invitation with gratitude. In 1991, as many know, 
Dr. Crawford was courageously fighting a recent 
illness, which precluded his presenting the Homans 
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Fig. 3. Dr. John Homans and the Textbook of Surgery. 
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Fig. 4. Circulatory Diseases of the Extremities by John Homans, published in 1939, and one of 
the few textbooks n vascular disease t that era. 
Lecture himself. In a moving ceremony, his son, Dr. 
John Crawford, in the presence of Dr. E. Stanley 
Crawford, delivered the lecture "Heroes in Vascular 
Surgery." 
In 1995, at the suggestion of Dr. James S. T. Yao, 
the council designated Dr. Jesse E. Thompson to 
deliver the Eighth Homans Lecture at the Fiftieth 
Anniversary Annual meeting in Chicago. The title of 
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JOHN HOMANS LECTURE* 
DANIEL C. ELKIN, M.D.t 
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 
I HOPE that you will pardon a pride that is so 
justly mine in having been chosen to give the 
first John Homans Lecture. This pride is in nowise 
lessened, but is in fact enhanced, by a realization 
that I am here not on my own account but as the 
representative of a large group of surgeons who 
for many. years have studied at the feet of this 
master and have "learned his great language; 
caught his clear accents." 
The name of John Homans is one of the tradi- 
tions of which Boston is made. About fifty years be- 
pupil" at the Massachusetts General Hospital, with 
which he had already become acquainted as a 
student "striker," an experience he describes in 
some reminiscences of his medical training as "rather 
a nightmare." 
After his service as house officer at the lb~assachu- 
setts General Hospital, he became assistant o 
Maurice Richardson, Moseley Professor of Surgery 
at Harvard and the most prominent surgeon~of 
his time. This association proved a happy and 
inspiring one and was undoubtedly a great and 
Fig. 5. The first Homans Lecture by Dr. Daniel Elkin, published in the New England Journal 
of Medicine. 
the lecture was "Carot id  Surgery: The Past is Pro- 
logue."  
These dist inguished surgeons, through the 
Homans  Lectureship, have clearly enhanced the edu- 
cational mission of  the SVS and have also increased 
the prestige o f  the Lectureship. 
